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Introduction: 

Organic fertilizers are widely used in agriculture to provide essential nutrients to 

plants, improve soil health, and promote sustainable farming practices. Unlike synthetic 

fertilizers, which are made from non-renewable resources and can have negative 

environmental impacts, organic fertilizers are renewable, environmentally friendly, and 

provide long-term benefits to soil and plant health. 

What is Organic Fertilizer? 

Organic fertilizers are natural fertilizers made from plant or animal waste materials, 

minerals, or other organic sources. Organic fertilizers contain a variety of plant nutrients, 

including nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium, as well as micronutrients such as calcium, 

magnesium, and sulfur. These nutrients are released slowly over time as the organic matter in 

the fertilizer decomposes, providing a sustained source of nutrition to plants throughout the 

growing season. This slow-release of nutrients also helps to prevent nutrient leaching and 

runoff, reducing the risk of pollution and environmental damage.It can be made from a 

variety of organic sources, including compost, animal manure, bone meal, blood meal, fish 

emulsion, seaweed, and green manure crops. Each type of organic fertilizer has a unique 

nutrient profile and benefits, depending on the source material and how it is processed. 

Advantages of Organic Fertilizer: 

 Nutrient Content: Organic fertilizers are a rich source of essential plant nutrients such as 

nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium.  

 Soil Health: Organic fertilizers improve soil health by increasing soil fertility and 

structure. They help to increase the levels of organic matter in soil, which improves soil 

structure and water-holding capacity. Organic fertilizers also promote beneficial 

microbial activity in the soil, which can improve nutrient availability to plants. 

Organic Fertilizer: A Way to Hoilstic Production 

Management Sytem 
 

Sancharita Mishra 
Department of Soil Science and Agricultural Chemistry 

Siksha “O” Anusandhan Deemed to be University, Bhubaneswar, Odisha  
 

ARTICLE ID: 62 

 



Vol. 3 Issue-10, June 2023                                                                     (e-ISSN: 2582-8223) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

www.justagriculture.in                                                                
 

 

P
ag

e3
9

3
 

 Environmental Sustainability: Organic fertilizers are environmentally sustainable as 

they are derived from natural and renewable sources. They reduce the reliance on 

synthetic fertilizers, which can have negative impacts on the environment, such as soil 

degradation, water pollution, and greenhouse gas emissions. 

How Organic Fertilizer Works For Both Plant And Soil? 

Organic fertilizer works for plants in agriculture by providing essential nutrients that are 

required for plant growth and development. Unlike synthetic fertilizers that provide a quick 

source of nutrients, organic fertilizers release nutrients slowly over time. This ensures that 

plants have a sustained source of nutrition throughout the growing season. Here are some 

ways in which organic fertilizer works for plants in agriculture: 

1. Provides Essential Nutrients: Organic fertilizers contain essential plant nutrients 

such as nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium. These nutrients are released slowly over 

time, ensuring that plants have a sustained source of nutrition throughout the growing 

season. In addition to these macronutrients, organic fertilizers also contain 

micronutrients such as calcium, magnesium, and iron, which are required in smaller 

quantities for healthy plant growth. 

2. Improves Soil Health: Organic fertilizers improve soil health by increasing soil 

fertility and structure. They help to increase the levels of organic matter in soil, which 

improves soil structure and water-holding capacity. Organic fertilizers also promote 

beneficial microbial activity in the soil, which can improve nutrient availability to 

plants. 

3. Reduces Soil Erosion: Organic fertilizers help to reduce soil erosion by improving 

soil structure and water-holding capacity. They also increase the levels of organic 

matter in soil, which can help to stabilize soil particles and reduce erosion. 

4. Promotes Beneficial Microbial Activity: Organic fertilizers promote beneficial 

microbial activity in the soil. These microbes help to break down organic matter and 

release nutrients in a form that can be readily absorbed by plants. They also help to 

suppress harmful soil-borne pathogens that can affect plant growth and development. 

5. Improves Plant Quality: Organic fertilizers can improve the quality of plants by 

promoting healthy growth and development. They can increase the yield and quality 

of crops, as well as improve the flavor and nutritional content of fruits and vegetables. 
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Types of Organic Fertilizer: 

 Compost: Compost is made by decomposing organic matter such as leaves, grass 

clippings, and food scraps. It is a rich source of nutrients, including nitrogen, 

phosphorus, and potassium, as well as micronutrients such as calcium and magnesium. 

 Manure: Animal manure, such as cow, horse, and chicken manure, is an excellent 

source of nutrients, including nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium.  

 Bone Meal: Bone meal is made from ground animal bones and is a good source of 

phosphorus and calcium. It is often used to promote root growth and strengthen plant 

cell walls. 

 Blood Meal: Blood meal is made from the dried blood of animals and is a good source 

of nitrogen. It is often used to promote leaf growth and improve plant color. 

 Fish Emulsion: Fish emulsion is made from ground fish and is a good source of 

nitrogen and phosphorus. It is often used as a foliar spray to provide a quick source of 

nutrients to plants. 

 Seaweed: Seaweed is helpful to increase the soil structure. Which is also rich source of 

micronutrients such as iron, zinc, and manganese. It is often used  

 Green Manure: Green manure crops such as clover, alfalfa, and vetch are grown 

specifically to be turned into the soil to improve soil fertility. They are a good source of 

nitrogen and can help to reduce soil erosion. 

These are just a few examples of the many types of organic fertilizers available. 

Organic fertilizers provide a sustainable source of nutrients to plants and help to improve soil 

health and fertility. By using organic fertilizers, farmers can promote sustainable agriculture 

practices and produce healthy and nutritious crops. 

Disadvantages of Organic Fertiliser: 

 Slow-Release of Nutrients: Organic fertilizers release nutrients slowly over time, 

which can be a disadvantage in situations where a quick nutrient boost is needed. 

 Risk of Contamination: Organic fertilizers made from animal manure or other 

organic waste materials can be a source of pathogens, including E. coli and 

salmonella, which can contaminate crops and pose health risks to consumers if not 

handled properly. 

 Variability in Nutrient Content: The nutrient content of organic fertilizers can vary 
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depending on the source material and processing method, which can make it difficult 

to determine the appropriate application rate and nutrient balance. 

 Cost: Organic fertilizers can be more expensive than synthetic fertilizers, which can 

be a disadvantage for farmers who need to keep their costs low. 

 Limited Availability: Organic fertilizers may not be as readily available as synthetic 

fertilizers in some areas, which can limit their use. 

 Odor: Organic fertilizers made from animal manure can have an unpleasant odor, 

which can be a disadvantage for farmers and nearby residents. 

Conclusion: 

Organic farming provides a natural and renewable source of essential nutrients to 

plants, improve soil health and fertility, promote beneficial microbial activity, and reduce soil 

erosion. Organic fertilizers are environmentally friendly and contribute to the production of 

healthy and nutritious crops. By using organic fertilizers, farmers can promote sustainable 

farming practices, reduce their environmental impact, and produce healthy and nutritious 

crops for the benefit of consumers and the environment. 

 


